
In 1993, Shelly Gossman, a notable, previous Hall of Fame inductee, called home in somewhat of a 

panic. “Mom! Sarah and I volunteered to paint a backdrop for Hunchback of Notre Dame, can you 

help us?” The rest is history. 

The two girls never set foot backstage again, and Pat, who had only helped paint scenery for church 

productions, found herself learning by trial and error. Mike Cervantes was Theater Director at that time 

and asked Pat if she would agree to a coaching contract to be the WHS assistant technical director and 

scenic painter.

In 2018 – after 25 years of painting backdrops; creating props; and working with hundreds of great 

students, parent volunteers, and decidedly the very best directors in all the land – Pat folded up the 

ladder to begin painting her own works, at home, in retirement. 

Though she also worked as a paraeducator, media secretary, student center secretary, and principal’s 

secretary for three different principals (including Dr. Ralph Plagman) over the years, of her time in the 

theater at WHS, Pat says, “I considered set painting with students my career. I am honored to have 

experienced working with a diverse population of wonderful kids! My greatest reward is running into 

former techies who tell me how much they learned on Set Saturdays. They taught me much more than I 

taught them. I will be forever grateful.”


