
Suzi Sargeant McDonald served as a Language Arts teacher and director of drama at Washington High School 

from 1970-75. Suzi graduated from Jefferson High School in 1963, where she was a Thespian and acted in 

Playtime Poppy productions.

Suzi had a passion for children’s theater. During her tenure at Washington, the school produced five plays 

especially for children: The Princess and The Swineherd, Peter Pan, Story Theater, Secret World of Oz, and 

Alice in Wonderland. Her original children’s musical, Tales and Things, which debuted at the University of 

Illinois, was performed at Jefferson in 1982. She was inducted into the JHS Hall of Fame in 1984.

Suzi graduated, summa cum laude, from State College of Iowa, now University of Northern Iowa, where she 

acted in Lysistrata among other roles. She earned her master’s degree from the University of Michigan and 

had completed her Ph.D. studies, except for her dissertation, when she established the youth series for the 

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts at the University of Illinois. Mrs. McDonald was an associate director 

at Krannert. She was a governor-appointed chairperson for the Illinois Summer School for the Arts and served 

as secretary for the International Association of Performing Arts for Young People.

After her death in 2004, her husband established an endowment fund in her name to support Playtime Poppy 

productions at the three Cedar Rapids high schools.


