
John L. Quinn taught vocal music, including Concert Choir, at Washington High School from 1965 to 1969. Mr. Quinn 

held a bachelor’s degree in Music. 

Prior to joining the WHS staff, Mr. Quinn directed the Old Gold Singers at the University of Iowa and was music 

director for the UI’s opera workshop and summer opera. He played in the Hawkeye Marching Band, Symphony 

Band, and Percussion Ensemble. After leaving WHS, he served as Associate Director for the Newark Boys Chorus, a 

renowned group that performed with the Philadelphia Orchestra and New York Philharmonic and provided the 

background vocals for Roberta Flack’s Bridge Over Troubled Water. Later Mr. Quinn entered the banking industry. 

Mr. Quinn’s most lasting contribution to WHS was composing the eight-part Warrior Chant. Excepting one stanza 

where all parts sing together, the sopranos and tenors take the lyrics, while the basses chant “Warriors of 

Washington” and the altos, “Washington Warriors.” 

Hail to the men who with visions of old, 
Gazed o’er fair Washington, o’er fair Washington.

Hail to the deeds that with valor untold,  
Blazed o’er fair Washington, o’er fair Washington.

Hail to the Warriors whose honor foretold, 
Our firm tradition of courage bold.

Sing we the songs that our hearts now unfold. 
Hail to fair Washington, to fair Washington.


