
David Smith, Class of 1974, enjoyed a 37-year teaching career, with 34 of those spent at Washington High 

School. As a WHS student, Dave was a techie. He graduated from the University of Northern Iowa in 1981 

with a teaching degree and endorsements in Speech/Theater and Industrial Arts. 

Dave taught for three years in Muscatine, then returned to Cedar Rapids in 1984 to teach at Metro High 

School and become the tech director at WHS. In 1985, he moved to Washington to teach a variety of 

subjects, from speech, independent reading, and Stagecraft to drafting and auto mechanics. Dave served 

as the technical theater director for nine years, working with Jim Kern and Mike Cervantes.

In 1993, Dave took over the role of leading the Building Trades department, teaching the art, craft, and 

science of the construction trades to Cedar Rapids high school students. Unfortunately these 

responsibilities meant that he had to resign his theater role. Dave’s mentee, Bill Lammers, followed him 

as TD. Dave would occasionally return to the theater as a guest lighting designer or just to volunteer in 

the scene shop.

During the next 25 years, Dave and his students constructed 25 new homes in the Cedar Rapids 

community. In 1999, Dave received his Master of Arts in Teaching degree from Coe College. In 2000, he 

received the Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award and the Iowa Department of Natural Resource’s 

Recycling Award for his class’ Building Trades Eco House. Dave retired from teaching in 2018.


